Intracranial blood velocity in head injury. A transcranial ultrasound Doppler study.
We report our experience monitoring head-injured patients by means of transcranial Doppler sonography. Cerebral velocity measurements and waveforms change in a consistent pattern with the existence of intracranial pressure, and it is possible to discriminate low versus high flow states. The technique, in contrast to cerebral blood flow measurement, is reliable, atraumatic, and repeatable so that diagnostic assessments can be made and the patient can be followed for therapeutic efficacy.